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Extramammary Paget’s disease of the anogenital area is an uncommon neoplasm, 
associated with a high incidence of underlying in situ or invasive malignancy. 
Treatment options include Mohs micrographic surgery, wide surgical excision and 
radiotherapy, though the recurrence rate post treatment is high. Recently, although 
there have been multiple reports of topical treatment with imiquimod resulting in 
clinical and histological cure (1, 2), reports of the failure of imiquimod therapy are 
lacking. 
We describe the cases of 2 women presenting with vulval irritation who had biopsy-
proven extramammary Paget’s disease of the vulva treated within the last 12 months 
with topical imiquimod. Both underwent extensive investigations which revealed no 
underlying neoplasm, although one woman had previously treated carcinoma of the 
breast. Despite treatment 3 times weekly for more than 4 months, both had persistent 
disease on examination and repeat biopsy, though clinically both had shown 
improved symptoms with lessening of irritation. Both women are currently being 
assessed for further treatment. 
These 2 cases illustrate that imiquimod treatment may not be universally successful 
for extramammary Paget’s disease, and may thus delay definitive treatment. Patients 
treated with imiquimod should be kept under close review to monitor both clinical and 
histological response to treatment. Furthermore, controlled trials are needed to 
assess the appropriate use of imiquimod for this condition. 
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